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Want to find out if this raffle is legal - I suspect is in violation of gaming regulations

Tue 7/2/2024 12:32 PM

To:Gaming.Branch@gov.bc.ca <Gaming.Branch@gov.bc.ca>

Hello,

I	am	concerned	that	Michael	Lares	of	Flying	"L"	Ranch	has	recently	conducted	an	raffle	that	was	in	viola<on	of	regula<ons	and/or
otherwise	illegal	(flyinglranch.ca).

Some	documenta8on	and	details	are	found	below.

I	ask	you	please	get	back	to	me	and	let	me	know	if	this	"raffle"	could	possibly	be	in	viola8on	of	regula8ons/laws	,	or	at	least	whether
there	is	enough	to	warrant	my	filing	a	formal	complaint	to	inves8gate	possible	viola8ons.

I	have	screenshots	and	videos	in	addi8on	to	what	you	see	below.

Thank	you	for	taking	the	8me	to	review	this	email	and	reply	to	me.

PS:	a	generic	ques8on	-	if	a	raffle	is	found	to	have	been	held	in	viola8on	of	regula8ons,	what	are	the	penal8es,	or	rang	of	penal8es,
the	operator	could	be	subject	to?

DETAILS	OF	RAFFLE	HELD	IN	POSSIBLE	VIOLATION	OF	REGULATIONS
==========================================================

1.	The	"raffle"	was	announced	via	social	medial	to	win	a	trip	for	two	to	the	Flying	L	Ranch.	Image	#1	below	shows	the	Instagram
page	on	or	about	June	26,	2024.	The	text	on	the	right	of	image	#1	reads:

----------------
In	celebra8on	of	Stampede	Weekend	and	in	the	honor	of	the	Cowboy	way,	we’re	puZng	on	a	raffle!
This	raffle	has	a	guaranteed	winner!
Enter	for	your	chance	to	win	an	all	expenses	paid	trip	for	two	at	the	ranch.	Full	lodging,	meals	and	rides	are	covered	and	travel
for	one
from	anywhere	in	the	world.
Entry	is	simple	and	8ckets	are	$25	each	with	no	limits	on	purchase.	Your	winning	8cket	can	also	be	assigned	to	someone	of
your	choice.
We	will	announce	the	winner	of	the	raffle	at	the	Williams	Lake	Stampede	at	our	display.
Your	entry	will	be	registered	with	your	8cket	purchase	via	your	informa8on	given	at	check	out.	Link	is	in	our	bio.
Good	luck	to	everyone	entering	and	we	look	forward	to	having	you	out!	
#flyinglranch	#flying_l_ranch
#portaltothemajes8candwild
#secondchanceway
-------------------

2.	The	text	"link	is	in	our	bio"	eventually	gets	the	reader	to	"hbps://linktr.ee/michael_lares"	where,	up	un8l	the	actual	"draw"	on
July	1,	2024	@	1pm	PT	it	showed	a	link	to	"Win	a	trip	to	the	ranch"	as	in	image	#2	below.

3.	The	"Win	a	trip	to	the	ranch"	link	takes	one	to	a	PayPal	page	as	in	image	#3	below.	There	one	can	"Donate	to	Flying	L	Ranch
LTD"	with	an	op8on	for	a	monthly	dona8on,	and	sta8ng	"Stampede	celebra8on	ranch	trip	raffle!	Expenses	paid	for	2	at	the
ranch.	We	cover	travel	for	1.	$25	per	8cket	-	no	limit".	

4.	That	PayPal	dona8on/raffle	8cket	page	remains	ac8ve	even	though	the	"raffle"	has	ended	(hbps://www.paypal.com/donate/?
hosted_bubon_id=LGEW63FZUHQQ6&utm_medium=social&utm_source=linktree&utm_campaign=win+a+trip+to+the+ranch)

5.	Raffle	entry	8ckets	are	NOT	issued	to	payees	on	purchase	and	there	is	no	way	for	a	payee	to	know	if	entry	purchases	in
increments	of	$25	will	result	in	mul8ple	entries	($25/each)	or	just	one	entry	with	anything	over	$25	considered	a	"dona8on",
or	whether	it	will	result	in	any	entry	at	all.

6.	Raffle	entry	8ckets	are	created	by	the	raffle	operator	reading	out	the	names	from	a	computer	screen	and	having	an
"independent	wrangler"	wri8ng	a	name	on	variously	coloured	Post-it	notes	as	seen	in	images	#4,	#5,	and	#6	below	captured
from	the	operator's	Instagram	videos	at	hbps://www.instagram.com/reel/C85OsA7yqa3/.

7.	The	winning	raffle	entry	8cket	was	picked	out	of	a	clear	plas8c	box	by	a	person	who	the	operator	referred	to	as	an
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"independent	wrangler"	.
8.	In	fact	the	"independent	wrangler"	(or	wranglers)	involved	cannot	be	considered	independent		because	they	either	work	or
volunteer	at	the	operator's	ranch,	as	stated	by	the	operator	himself	in	the	videos.

9.	The	winning	raffle	entry	8cket	is	seen	in	image	#6	below
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----	end	---

PSS-2024-42332 , Page 10 of 173

s. 22 

s. 22 

s. 22 



Captured Aug 1, 2024 @12:48 ET -

But even among an ominous
disaster like the slide and its future
impact, there is still much beauty
to behold.

Visit link

Win a trip for two at the ranch

So join in our raffle to win a trip for

all the wonderment!

https://www.instagram.com/stories/michael_lares/3424670841601353748/

michael lares © 15h
111 Olexy, Lesfm • Me and You 0

two to come see us and partake in -

Reply to michael lares
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Captured Aug 1, 2024 @12:48 ET -

Win a trip for two to come help
me! could use a hand!

Visit link

2 Win a

https://www.instagram.com/stories/michael_lares/3424763866062847773/ C.

michael_lares Q 13h

C

trig for twol

Reply to michael_lares... V
PSS-2024-42332 , Page 12 of 173



Captured Aug 1, 2024 @12:48 ET -

Donate to

Flying L Ranch LTD
Win a trip to the Ranch! Travel paid for 1 with one week all

expenses paid for two at the ranch. $25 per ticket no limits.

$0
CAD

Make this a monthly donation

each month. You can change or cancel at anytime in your PayPal
account settings.

Donate with PayPal

Donate with Debit or Credit Card

8 https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=3N8Q8TVK6VU2N 4

aLe
FETING L RANCH

You authorize PayPal to pay Flying L Ranch LTD $0.00 around this day
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You don't often get email from Learn why this is important

From: Branch, Gaming GPEB:EX
To:
Subject: RE: Want to find out if this raffle is legal - I suspect is in violation of gaming regulations
Date: Thursday, July 4, 2024 3:19:00 PM
Attachments: image001.png

image002.png
image003.png
image004.png
image005.png
image006.png

 
 
Dear 
 
Thank you for contacting the Gaming Policy and Enforcement Branch (GPEB) on July 2, 2024, regarding an unlicensed raffle.
 
GPEB is responsible for regulating and maintaining the overall integrity of gambling in British Columbia and provides regulatory
oversight of gambling conducted and managed by the British Columbia Lottery Corporation (BCLC).
 
There are two types of gambling legally permitted in British Columbia (BC): commercial gambling conducted and managed by
BCLC, and non-commercial licensed gambling events for charitable or religious organizations or community benefit. Under
Canada’s Criminal Code and British Columbia’s Gaming Control Act (the Act), a group or organization must be licensed by GPEB to
operate a gaming event in BC. It is unlawful for any group or organization to conduct a gaming event in the province of BC
without a license. 

In BC, raffles are considered a gaming event and must be licenced by GPEB in accordance with Section 11.2 of the Licensed
Charitable Gaming Rules.
 
It appears the raffle you mentioned is not appropriately licensed. As such, we have forwarded your complaint to GPEB’s
Enforcement Division. Enforcement Division is responsible for investigating any conduct, activity or incident that could threaten
the integrity of the gambling industry, and as such will assign an Investigator to your report. The Investigator will conduct
inquiries to establish the details of the activity you have reported and if necessary, will address the matter directly with the
individual(s) or organization responsible.
 
Thank you for bringing this matter to our attention.
 
Gaming Policy and Enforcement Branch 
Ministry of Public Safety and Solicitor General  

 
 
From:  
Sent: Tuesday, July 2, 2024 9:32 AM
To: Branch, Gaming GPEB:EX <Gaming.Branch@gov.bc.ca>
Subject: Want to find out if this raffle is legal - I suspect is in violation of gaming regulations

 

[EXTERNAL] This email came from an external source. Only open attachments or links that you are
expecting from a known sender.

 
Hello,
 
I am concerned that Michael Lares of Flying "L" Ranch has recently conducted an raffle that was in violation
of regulations and/or otherwise illegal (flyinglranch.ca).
 
Some documentation and details are found below.
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I ask you please get back to me and let me know if this "raffle" could possibly be in violation of regulations/laws ,
or at least whether there is enough to warrant my filing a formal complaint to investigate possible violations.
 
I have screenshots and videos in addition to what you see below.
 
Thank you for taking the time to review this email and reply to me.
 
PS: a generic question - if a raffle is found to have been held in violation of regulations, what are the penalties, or
rang of penalties, the operator could be subject to?
 
DETAILS OF RAFFLE HELD IN POSSIBLE VIOLATION OF REGULATIONS
==========================================================

1. The "raffle" was announced via social medial to win a trip for two to the Flying L Ranch. Image #1 below
shows the Instagram page on or about June 26, 2024. The text on the right of image #1 reads:
----------------
In celebration of Stampede Weekend and in the honor of the Cowboy way, we’re putting on a raffle!
This raffle has a guaranteed winner!
Enter for your chance to win an all expenses paid trip for two at the ranch. Full lodging, meals and rides are
covered and travel for one
from anywhere in the world.
Entry is simple and tickets are $25 each with no limits on purchase. Your winning ticket can also be
assigned to someone of your choice.
We will announce the winner of the raffle at the Williams Lake Stampede at our display.
Your entry will be registered with your ticket purchase via your information given at check out. Link is in our
bio.
Good luck to everyone entering and we look forward to having you out! ❤️
#flyinglranch #flying_l_ranch
#portaltothemajesticandwild
#secondchanceway
-------------------

2. The text "link is in our bio" eventually gets the reader to "https://linktr.ee/michael_lares" where, up until the
actual "draw" on July 1, 2024 @ 1pm PT it showed a link to "Win a trip to the ranch" as in image #2 below.

3. The "Win a trip to the ranch" link takes one to a PayPal page as in image #3 below. There one can "Donate to
Flying L Ranch LTD" with an option for a monthly donation, and stating "Stampede celebration ranch trip
raffle! Expenses paid for 2 at the ranch. We cover travel for 1. $25 per ticket - no limit". 

4. That PayPal donation/raffle ticket page remains active even though the "raffle" has ended
(https://www.paypal.com/donate/?
hosted_button_id=LGEW63FZUHQQ6&utm_medium=social&utm_source=linktree&utm_campaign=win+a
+trip+to+the+ranch)

5. Raffle entry tickets are NOT issued to payees on purchase and there is no way for a payee to know if entry
purchases in increments of $25 will result in multiple entries ($25/each) or just one entry with anything over
$25 considered a "donation", or whether it will result in any entry at all.

6. Raffle entry tickets are created by the raffle operator reading out the names from a computer screen and
having an "independent wrangler" writing a name on variously coloured Post-it notes as seen in images #4,
#5, and #6 below captured from the operator's Instagram videos at
https://www.instagram.com/reel/C85OsA7yqa3/.

PSS-2024-42332 , Page 15 of 173



7. The winning raffle entry ticket was picked out of a clear plastic box by a person who the operator referred to
as an "independent wrangler" .

8. In fact the "independent wrangler" (or wranglers) involved cannot be considered independent  because they
either work or volunteer at the operator's ranch, as stated by the operator himself in the videos.

9. The winning raffle entry ticket is seen in image #6 below
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---- end ---
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Gaming Policy and Enforcement Branch  
Enforcement Division 
INVESTIGATION LOG 
RE: Flying L Ranch/Michael LARES 
 Nemaiah Valley, BC 

INV# 138869 
I-TRAK# 

   
 

Investigator: Chad Bohanan Page | 1 Supervisor:  Tony Parks 

 

Date:   September 10, 2024 
 
Incident Synopsis:  
 
Complaints were received regarding unlicensed raffles being conducted by the Flying L Ranch and 
specifically Michael LARES. The complainants detailed raffles being conducted that offered an 
opportunity to attend the guest ranch. Screenshots of raffle activity as well as PayPal information and 
other supporting information was provided.   
 
 
Suspect information: 
 
Michael LARES/FLYING L Ranch 
250-302-2989 
michael@flyinglranch.ca 
The love of horses & nature | Instagram, Facebook | Linktree 
FLYING L RANCH - Off-Grid Horse Ranch in Nemiah Valley B.C. 
  

  

  
Gaming Enforcement Action:  
 
2024-08-06 SPC BOHANAN was made aware of the file through an email chain and assigned the 
investigation to himself.  
 
SPC BOHANAN reviewed all the complaint details and learned the following: 
 
A complaint from regarding the unlicensed raffle was entered into the GOS complaint que 
on July 04, 2024. The email complaint outlined concerns of an illegal raffle conducted at the Flying L 
Ranch by the operator Michael LARES. The detailed complaint contained screenshots and extensive 
details about the raffles. The complaint was unassigned in the Northern Que due to backlog on social 
media complaints.  
 
A second complaint email was received from August 2nd. The email was sent to Executive 
Director Cary SKRINE but was forwarded to acting Executive Director Ed HIPSZ in his absence. Mr. HIPSZ 
forwarded the email to the Prince George Investigators on August 2nd.  SPC BOHANAN responded to the 
email on August 6th following an absence during the long weekend and assigned the file to himself.  
 
SPC BOHANAN reviewed the email complaint details from  and conducted an open-source 
search on Flying L Ranch and Michael LARES and the results were as follows: 
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Gaming Policy and Enforcement Branch  
Enforcement Division 
INVESTIGATION LOG 
RE: Flying L Ranch/Michael LARES 
 Nemaiah Valley, BC 

INV# 138869 
I-TRAK# 

   
 

Investigator: Chad Bohanan Page | 2 Supervisor:  Tony Parks 

 

SPC BOHANAN confirmed the presence of illegal raffle activity conducted on the Flying L Ranch social 
media page and website that matched the screenshots and details outlined by the complainant. SPC 
BOHANAN obtained several screenshots and contact information for Mr. LARES who appears to be the 
sole operator of the Ranch and all raffle activity.  
 
SPC BOHANAN made  complaint INV138869 the master file due to its detailed nature and 
open communication by the complainant as other complaints had very limited details and/or limited 
contact information. All other complaints were merged in GOS by the ERO at the request of SPC 
BOHANAN.  
 
2024-08-07 SPC BOHANAN contacted Mr. LARES via email requesting a phone call and advising him the 
Gaming Policy and Enforcement Branch (GPEB) had received several complaints regarding his raffle 
activity. (All email correspondence attached to GOS file) 
 
Mr. LARES responded to the email via phone call to SPC BOHANAN. Mr. LARES introduced himself and 
went into detail about his life and the ranch. He did not hesitate to state he was conducting the raffles 
and was unaware they required a license to do so. SPC BOHANAN advised him of the process to obtain 
proper gaming event licenses and directed him to the GPEB website.  
 
SPC BOHANAN advised Mr. LARES he would be sending a written warning following the conversation 
and encouraged Mr. LARES to delete and cease all unlicensed raffle activity. Mr. LARES stated he wished 
to fully comply with the Gaming Policy Enforcement Branch as he hoped to one day obtain charitable 
status for the ranch. Mr. LARES went one step further and stated he will post his GPEB interaction on his 
social media acknowledging he was conducting raffles without a license and offering refunds to anyone 
that wished to receive one. He asked if people wished to leave their money with the ranch as a donation 
in leu of a refund would that be acceptable. SPC BOHANAN advised him to first offer a refund, but if 
people wished to donate or not receive a refund that was their choice.  
 
NOTE:  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
The call with Mr. LARES lasted 31 minutes 
 
SPC BOHANAN contacted the complainant  and thanked him for the comprehensive 
complaint details and screenshots and assured him the Gaming Enforcement Branch would review all 
details and respond accordingly.  
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Gaming Policy and Enforcement Branch  
Enforcement Division 
INVESTIGATION LOG 
RE: Flying L Ranch/Michael LARES 
 Nemaiah Valley, BC 

INV# 138869 
I-TRAK# 

   
 

Investigator: Chad Bohanan Page | 3 Supervisor:  Tony Parks 

 

2024-08-08 SPC BOHANAN drafted a warning letter and sent it to Mr. LARES outlining the illegal raffle 
activities and consequences for continuing. The warning letter also directed him to the appropriate 
avenues to obtain licenses in the future if he wished to do so. (Warning letter attached to GOS master 
File) 
 
2024-08-12 Mr. LARES acknowledged receipt of the warning letter via email and stated he had posted 
on his social media advising his followers the raffle was unlicensed offering refunds to anyone who 
participated. He explained to date none of the participants had requested a refund, but that it was 
received poorly by his detractors, and it garnished hostile communications from them. Mr. LARES stated 
he has opened communication with his legal counsel with respect to the matter.  SPC BOHANAN 
confirmed the post through an open-source search.  
 
2024-08-12 SPC BOHANAN received an email from  stating he had seen the social media post 
by Mr. LARES acknowledging the Gaming Enforcement action, but stated he had many concerns about 
the course of action.  He attached a 10-page email attachment that included seven (7) 
recommendations on how GPEB could pursue the matter and direct Mr. LARES to run his social media 
and web pages.  
 
SPC BOHANAN responded to the complainant thanking him for the further information and advising him 
several of his recommendations are beyond the scope of authority of the Gaming Enforcement Branch. 
SPC BOHANAN advised  he could not provide him with further information as it was an 
ongoing investigation.  

 requested information on how to 
obtain the results of a GPEB investigation.   
 
2024-08-13 SPC BOHANAN received a phone call from a Peter VAN DER HEYDEN claiming he was the 
main owner of the Flying L Ranch  

. SPC BOHANAN advised Mr. VAN DER HEYDEN he could not 
share complaint information over the phone without confirmation of who he was speaking with. Mr. 
VAN DER HEYDEN offered to email proof of identification and ownership to SPC BOHANAN. An email 
was sent to requesting the information.  
 
2024-08-14 Mr. VAN DER HEYDEN responded and provided the following documents to SPC BOHANAN: 
 
- Flying “L” Ranch Ltd. Incorporation Agreement and Articles 
- Flying “L” Ranch Ltd. Notice of Articles 
- Copy of my passport 
- Title to District Lot 383 (showing the land is owned by Flying “L” Ranch Ltd.) 
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Gaming Policy and Enforcement Branch  
Enforcement Division 
INVESTIGATION LOG 
RE: Flying L Ranch/Michael LARES 
 Nemaiah Valley, BC 

INV# 138869 
I-TRAK# 

   
 

Investigator: Chad Bohanan Page | 4 Supervisor:  Tony Parks 

 

 
  

2024-08-15 SPC BOHANAN attempted to contact Cst. EDWARDS, but was advised he was on leave until 
August 22nd. 
 
2024-08-15 SPC BOHANAN emailed Mr. VAN DER HEYDEN and advised him Mr. LARES was being 
cooperative and wishes to comply with any requests in the matter and that there was a delay in 
speaking with the investigating officer with the RCMP as he was currently on leave. SPC BOHANAN 
assured Mr. VAN DER HEYDEN that he was at no liability for the raffles conducted as he was not 
participating in the illegal activity and that Mr. LARES had accepted full responsibility for conducting the 
raffles and ensured they would not take place anymore 
 
2024-08-15 SPC BOHANAN emailed Mr. LARES advising him that Cst. EDWARDS was currently on leave 
and was unavailable to discuss the file until near the end of the month. Mr. LARES responded and 
advised SPC BOHANAN he had cc’d his legal counsel at their recommendation for all future 
correspondence.  
 
2024-08-20 Mr. VAN DER HEYDEN emailed SPC BOHANAN thanking him for the update and requested a 
copy of the written warning provided to Flying L ranch.   
 
2024-08-21 SPC BOHANAN emailed a copy of the written warning to Mr. VAN DER HEYDEN. 
 
2024-09-03 SPC BOHANAN attempted to contact Cst. EDWARDS and left a voicemail requesting a call 
back.  
 
2024-09-06 SPC BOHANAN contacted  

 
 

  
 
2024-09-06 Mr. LARES reached out to SPC BOHANAN for an update on the file following the delay in 
communication between BOHANAN and Cst. EDWARDS due to annual leave by both parties. Mr. LARES 
was advised the file was being concluded after the conversation and thanked him for his cooperation 
throughout. SPC BOHANAN encouraged Mr. LARES to access the GPEB website if you wished to conduct 
any fundraising and ensure it aligns with our provincial legislation.  
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Gaming Policy and Enforcement Branch  
Enforcement Division 
INVESTIGATION LOG 
RE: Flying L Ranch/Michael LARES 
 Nemaiah Valley, BC 

INV# 138869 
I-TRAK# 

   
 

Investigator: Chad Bohanan Page | 5 Supervisor:  Tony Parks 

 

 
Conclusion: 
 
SPC BOHANAN reviewed all aspects of the complaint including the extensive information provided by 

  Open-source investigations confirmed the presence of unlicensed raffles conducted by Mr. 
LARES on behalf of the Flying L Ranch.  
 
When contacted by SPC BOHANAN Mr. LARES was honest and forthright openly admitting he was 
fundraising for the ranch. When advised the activity observed during the investigation was illegal Mr. 
LARES was immediately responsive and cooperative. He ceased all activity and posted on the social 
media pages he operates that the activity was unlicensed and offered refunds to participants.  
 
When a refund was offered through the Flying L Ranch social media page only one participant requested 
their money back. Any subsequent search of the Flying L Ranch social media pages following the warning 
letter show no signs of unlicensed raffle activity.  
 
 

 
S/Cst. Chad BOHANAN 
 
 
SUPERVISOR COMMENT: 
 
NOTE:  

•  
 

• The COM  expressed to S/Cst Bohanan that he was unsatisfied with a warning letter and 
wanted further action.  

 
Based on the above notes, S/Cst Parks reviewed the file and confirmed the following: 

• The GPEB investigation was limited to illegal gambling allegations as per GPEB's mandate.  
• The choice of S/Cst Bohanan to issue a written warning was appropriate and in line with GPEB's 

response to similar events. 
 
 

 
  
Tony Parks 
Regional Director, Enforcement Division 
Interior Region, Gaming Policy & Enforcement Branch 
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Gaming Policy and Enforcement Branch  
Enforcement Division 
INVESTIGATION LOG 
RE: Flying L Ranch/Michael LARES 
 Nemaiah Valley, BC 

INV# 138869 
I-TRAK# 

   
 

Investigator: Chad Bohanan Page | 6 Supervisor:  Tony Parks 
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RE: Illegal Lottery Scheme, GPEB file #138859 

 

Flying L Ranch/Michael Lares 

 

  

The Gaming Policy and Enforcement Branch (GPEB) has received complaints about raffle/ticket draws 
that you are running through your social media page. In each of these instances, you have been 
identified as the administrator of the group and/or the organizer of the game. These games and distinct 
types of draws are illegal in the Province of British Columbia and gambling in Canada is a regulated 
activity that must be licensed by the province in which it is conducted. It is important that you 
immediately stop any online gambling activities including bingo games, 50/50 draws, raffle/ticket prize 
draws, fundraisers with a draw or chance element, or any other gambling scheme and obtain the proper 
license(s) for any lottery scheme, bingo, or other game that you operate. The social media pages that 
you are operating these schemes from are being monitored and will be used in future prosecution 
should you not cease these activities immediately.  

Within the Province of British Columbia, the Enforcement Division of GPEB has a mandate to investigate 
complaints or allegations of criminal or regulatory wrongdoing relating to casinos, gambling, lotteries, 
and horseracing. The definition of an illegal lottery scheme is being provided here to assist in your 
understanding of the laws that govern and regulate gaming here in Canada and British Columbia, namely 
the Criminal Code of Canada and the Gaming Control Act:  

Any contest, raffle, scheme, game or other event in which the three elements of gaming: chance (i.e. 
where the selection of a winner is random and has no-skill based element), consideration – monetary or 
non-monetary (i.e. the transfer of something valuable, including money whether as a donation or not), 
and prize (i.e. the giving of a some form of goods or service) are all included in the definition of 
gambling, as defined by the Criminal Code.  Outside of the gaming service providers and the British 
Columbia Lottery Corporation, gambling for money – including bingos and raffles – is permitted only 
through obtaining a license for community charitable gaming from the Gaming Policy and Enforcement 
Branch, which must then be organized and operated by a registered charitable organization with all 
profits going to that organization.  

The operation of an unlicensed lottery scheme, such as an online bingo or raffle draw, in British 
Columbia is a violation of sections 88(a) & (b) of the Gaming Control Act, each of which carry a fine of 
up to $5000. These offences can also be prosecuted under the Criminal Code of Canada as the  
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operation of a lottery scheme, which is a contravention of section 206(1)(a) and 206(1)(c) of the 
Criminal Code of Canada. Each of these are indictable offences that can have a punishment of 
imprisonment for a term not exceeding two years. As a computer was used to facilitate this operation, 
section 207(4)(c) of the Criminal Code of Canada also applies, a hybrid offence, which means that it can 
be prosecuted as either an indictable or summary offence. Punishment for the indictable offence 
remains at a term of imprisonment not exceeding two years, while the summary offence can see a term 
of imprisonment for 2 years less a day and/or a $5,000 fine.  

This letter is being sent to confirm the findings of our investigation. It also serves as a warning that 
should you choose to administer, organize, or otherwise operate any online bingos, 50/50, raffle, or 
ticket draw, or other gambling operation that contravenes the Gaming Control Act, these activities will 
be investigated with the view toward prosecution. The operation of any gambling event requires you to 
apply for and hold a license from the Gaming Policy and Enforcement Branch, which must be operated 
by and for the benefit of a registered charitable organization. For your reference, the link below explains 
this, and other information related to gambling in the Province British Columbia:  
 
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/sports-culture/gambling-fundraising/gambling-in-bc  
 
Should you have any questions regarding the licensing of gaming please refer to the GPEB website or 
contact GPEB Licensing at (250) 387-5311. Your co-operation in this matter is appreciated and should 
you have remaining questions or concerns, please contact me through any of the below means.  
 
Respectfully, 

 

 

Investigator, Northern Region   

Special Provincial Constable 
Enforcement Division- 

Gaming Policy & Enforcement Branch  
Tel: 778-693-3186   Fax: 604-660-2333  
E-mail: Chad.Bohanan@gov.bc.ca  
Website: www.gaming.gov.bc.ca 
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��RSTUVV�WTX�YZ[U�U\]Û_Z̀a�bcXUVd���e�YWcf�gZX_hic_UVj���	��������
������k�����Rlmnooo�̂cVh�YWX�_Xc[Uf�c̀i�cff�U\]ÙVUV�c_�_hU�Xc̀ ĥŴ[UXUij��������)��,����
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HÂDT?JIK?HLMCLAIH
AI
RU
?I[_
Y
CHĤD?
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August 12, 2024

Chad Bohanan
Investigator, Northern Region 
Special Provincial Constable -Enforcement Division-
Gaming Policy & Enforcement Branch
by email to: chad.bohanan@gov.bc.ca

RE: Unlicensed gaming by Michael Lares / Flying “L” Ranch

Hello Mr. Bohanan,

I wanted to write you and express my thanks for taking an interest in this matter.

I assume it was your initial action contacting Mr. Lares that resulted in his posting an Instagram story video (the 
“clarification”) suggesting he just became aware a gaming license is required to operate raffles and thus is 
cancelling the current raffle (image #1 below).

Mr. Lares’ clarification raises a number of concerns which, if I may be so bold, I would like to draw your 
attention to. I have a few recommendations and a question. Please do excuse me if any recommendations are 
outside the jurisdiction or authority of the GPEB.

Multiple unlicensed raffles with least 3 held in 2024

Mr. Lares solicited participation in at least three unlicensed raffles in 2024. In anticipation of a chance to win 
the stated prizes of a free trip to the Flying “L” Ranch, participants made payments for raffle tickets. Two of 
those unlicensed raffles are over. With cessation of the August 2024 unlicensed raffle it is no longer possible 
for those who purchased tickets for it to win anything at all. 

I understand from the grapevine Mr. Lares was fully aware of raffles are required to be licensed, however at 
this time I cannot provide verification of that.

It is practically impossible for any raffle participant to discover the raffle has been cancelled and that refunds 
may be available on submission of an opt-in request.

The clarification notifies ticket payees they may opt-in for the possibility of a full refund provided they contact 
Mr. Lares via Instagram Direct Message (DM)1, otherwise Mr. Lares will keep the raffle ticket payments. It is 
unclear whether the refund opt-in is applicable to payees of all three 2024 unlicensed raffles or restricted to 
the most recent and just cancelled one.

The clarification has limited visibility and availability. It is in the form of an Instagram story video and thus 
vanishes after 24 hours, as it now has having been posted around 2pm ET on August 8, 2024. The clarification 
notice is also in a virtually impossible to find Instagram video reel. I will explain further.

Landing on Mr. Lares Instagram page the clarification cannot be found. In order to find the clarification within 
the 24-hours of its availability the Instagram user must know to take specific actions, first clicking on the image 
of Mr. Lares to access his current video stories (image #2 below) and then sitting/sifting through the stories 

1 In order to view Flying “L” Ranch / Michael Lares Instagram postings or to Direct Message (DM) Mr. Lares the Instagram user 
must NOT have been “blocked” by Mr. Lares.
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until the clarification appears. It is not reasonable to expect payees would know to do this, let alone within the 
limited time of its availability.

In the top left corner of the video story clarification the text “Watch full reel” is a link which, if selected, opens 
the original August 2024 video reel announcing Flying “L” Ranch is conducting another raffle due to the success 
of the immediately previous one (URL “https://www.instagram.com/reels/C-Bt8NGyS5F/”).

This original video reel has been slightly modified, adding the single line of text saying “UPDATE: We’ve just 
become aware that we require a gaming lic.. more” which are the first few words of the clarification (image #3 
below). The user must take the specific action of clicking on the word “more” to reveal the additional text of 
the clarification and use the scroll bar to view all of it (image #4 below). I have preserved a video of this if 
needed.

The clarification video story has now vanished and therefore the “Watch full reel” hint to the video reel is no 
longer available. Although the video reel will remain until Mr. Lares deletes it, it is virtually impossible to find. 
The Instagram user must know to select “Reels” from Mr. Lares instagram landing page (image #5 below) and 
then from the presented grid of images know which one to select. There is no indication of any sort to guide 
the user to the “full reel” leaving the user to view any number of video reels in order to perhaps stumble upon 
this one (image #6 below). With the addition of more video reels older reels, such as this one, get pushed 
further down the grid of images further rendering it a matter of pure chance to discover.

Instagram posts may be “pinned” to remain prominent.

Instagram provides the ability to “pin” a posting so that it remains in a prominent position at the top of the 
account holder’s landing page. For example, you noticed the legal letter Mr. Lares posted in February 2024 as it 
sits prominently as the first image in the grid on his landing page because it is “pinned”. It is difficult to see the 
image of the push-pin in the upper right corner of the pinned item because the pin is white on a white 
background, but is is there in the top right corner (image #7 below).

Recommendation #1:

To facilitate visitors to Mr. Lares Flying “L” Ranch Instagram page to become aware of the availability of 
refund, particularly those who purchased tickets for the unlicensed raffles, I urge GPEB to require Mr 
Lares to “pin” a clarification such that will sit in a prominent position at the top of the grid on the Flying 
“L” Ranch / Michael Lares Instagram landing page (subject to Recommendation #2 below).

Refunds should be sent by default unless payee elects to opt-out:

The default remedy offered in Mr. Lares’ clarification is that he will pocket raffle ticket payments re-categorized 
as a donations (“... you’re welcome to leave your donations ...”) unless a payee takes the proscribed action to 
opt-in and apply for a refund (“Or if you would like, you may receive a full refund of your cost to enter the 
raffle. Simply DM me for that verification and process.”). 

In other words, to received a refund a payee is required to take action to opt-in by request to Mr. Lares which 
will be subject to an undefined “verification and process” under Mr. Lares’ sole control. There are no 
accountability measures in place to assure refunds will be received.

Any reasonable person would perceive this as inherently unfair to payees and skewed towards Mr. Lares 
retaining raffle ticket payments by placing the onus on the payee to opt-in action to request a refund with no 
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guarantee of the result. Add to that unfairness the how virtually impossible it is for payees to even be aware 
that refunds may be had.

It would be more fair and equitable for the default remedy to be Mr. Lares issuing a full refund unless the 
payee elects to inform Mr. Lares that they wish to opt-out of receiving a refund.

Recommendation #2:

I urge GPEB to direct Mr. Lares to revise the clarification (pinned to the top of his Instagram landing 
page) to clearly indicate all unlicensed raffle ticket payees will receive a full refund unless they provide 
written notice to Mr. Lares they wish to opt  -  out   of receiving a refund and give permission for their 
ticket payments to re-categorized as a donation.

A reasonable cut-off date for opt-out notices to be received by Mr. Lares should be set, perhaps 
2 weeks from the date a revised clarification posting is “pinned” and together with sending email 
notifications as per Recommendations #3.

Refund notification should be sent to payees by email:

Restricting notification to Mr. Lares’ Instagram platform is not sufficient to alert more than a very small number 
of payees that the recent raffle has been cancelled and refunds may be had. Sending a notification by email to 
all payees would be 100% effective and would not require any action on the part of payees unless they wished 
to opt  -  out   of receiving a refund.

Mr. Lares has readily available the necessary contact information for every payee to notify them by email along 
with knowing the amounts each paid for tickets. The payee’s contact information is part of the electronic 
payment process. By way of confirming Mr. Lares has easy access to every payees’ contact information, Mr. 
Lares posted videos of the July 1, 2024 unlicensed raffle draw at the Williams Lake Stampede, making note of 
the fact that the names of payees are obtained from their electronic payments and transferred by hand to 
post-it notes.

Although Mr. Lares has the information necessary to email a clarification/refund notice to all payees, to my 
knowledge he has not done so.

Recommendation #3:

I urge GPEB to require Mr Lares to email every payee with notice that full refunds will be sent 
electronically to every payee, subject only to the written opt-out notification by the payee.

Mr. Lares should not be allowed to reap financial benefit from having held unlicensed raffles and refunds 
should be applicable to all three unlicensed raffles held in 2024:

GPEB has been provided with documentation of three unlicensed raffles orchestrated by Mr. Lares in 2024. It 
would be appropriate for the remedy of a refund to be applicable to those who purchased tickets for any of 
these unlicensed raffles.
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Recommendation #4:

I urge GPEB to direct Mr. Lares to clearly state in the rephrased clarification as per Recommendation #2 
above that by default a full refund for tickets purchased for any of the three 2024 unlicensed raffles will 
be provided, subject only to the written opt-out notification by the payee.

Payment pages for unlicensed raffle tickets remain available on-line:

In spite of the August 2024 raffle being cancelled the PayPal raffle ticket payment page remains available at 
https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=3N8Q8TVK6VU2N as is at least one previous raffle ticket 
payment page from the immediately preceding unlicensed raffle at https://www.paypal.com/donate/?
hosted_button_id=LGEW63FZUHQQ6 .

Recommendation #5:

I urge GPEB to direct Mr. Lares to remove all PayPal and other donation solicitation and payment pages 
within which there is mention of purchasing tickets for these unlicensed raffle.

About Flying “L” Ranch Limited:

Mr. Lares states Flying “L” Ranch is owned by the Lares Family (image #8 below). If GPEB is not already aware, 
this is not true. 

Flying “L” Ranch Limited is a for-profit company incorporated in BC (Incorporation Number BC1211100 &, 
Business Number 789488533). There are two directors of which Mr. Lares is but one, with Mr. Peter van der 
Heyden being the other (Notice of Articles available on requested).

Although I cannot provide verification, from the grapevine I understand Mr. Van der Heyden believes Mr. Lares 
refuses to fulfill his corporate obligations and responsibilities, as required by BC Business Corporations Act, and 
has effectively “gone rogue”. Further, that Mr. Van der Heyden is concerned that he is unable to prevent or 
stop Mr. Lares from actions that may expose Mr. Van der Heyden himself, as well as the company, to liabilities, 
such as conducting unlicensed raffles, and for soliciting donations under the false premise that Flying “L” Ranch 
is a ”horse sanctuary focused on helping local wildies [wild horses] in need” when in reality it is a horse 
breeding operation.

Recommendation #6:

I urge GPEB to contact Mr. Van der Heyden regarding any concerns GPEB has in respect to the activities 
of Mr. Lares / Flying “L” Ranch.

Recommendation #7:

I urge GPEB to include Mr. Van der Heyden in all communications regarding Flying “L” Ranch, including 
past communications to Mr. Lares, and including any communications from Mr. Lares which have not 
been copied to Mr. Van der Heyden.
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Reporting and accountability:

The publication “GPEB Licensed Charitable Gaming Rules (February 27, 2023)” describes a number of 
measures to assure a gaming licensee operates responsibly, is financially accountable, and provides various 
compliance and accountability reports. I assume it follows that GPEB has the authority to confirm the veracity 
of anything a licensee reports, inclusive of completeness of reports and verification of finances.

Unlicensed gaming operations, such as the raffles operated by Mr. Lares /Flying “L” Ranch, should not be able 
to escape scrutiny simply because of being conducted without license, and thus reap financial benefits for 
having done so. Indeed a raffle discovered to having been held “under the radar” without license ought to 
trigger investigations.

Question #1:

Will GPEB be conducting investigations into the finances the 3 raffles operated by Mr. Lares / 
Flying “L” Ranch in 2024?

This is the end of my submission with my apologies for its length.

I want to thank you for taking the time to review this and hopefully you will be able to let me know your 
response to the recommendations and to the question.

Best regards,

References and images follow
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References and Images

Full text of clarification which, for some reason, includes the original announcement [emphasis added];

Oh oh guys, please ready [sic] below!❤️

UPDATE: We’ve just become aware that we require a gaming license from the Gaming Policy and Enforcement Branch in 
British Columbia to host a raffle. Thus, at this time we are not permitted to host a raffle of any kind without first obtaining 
said license, which we are applying for. Since the intent of the campaign is a fun way to support the horses, you’re welcome 
to leave your donations for that purpose. Or if you would like, you may receive a full refund of your cost to enter the raffle. 
Simply DM me for that verification and process. We are truly sorry for any inconvenience this may cause as it’s always 
exciting to participate. Thank you so much for understanding’s and your continued amazing support for us and the horses! 
❤️😊

Original Post: Enter for your chance to win an all expenses paid trip for two at the ranch. Full lodging, meals and rides are 
covered and travel for one from anywhere in the world.

Entry is simple and tickets are $25 each with no limits on purchase. Your winning ticket can also be assigned to someone of 
your choice!

Your entry will be registered with your ticket purchase via your information given at check out.

Good luck to everyone entering and we look forward to having you out! 
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Captured Aug 1, 2024 @12:48 ET -

But even among an ominous
disaster like the slide and its future
impact, there is still much beauty
to behold.

Visit link

Win a trip for two at the ranch

So join in our raffle to win a trip for

all the wonderment!

https://www.instagram.com/stories/michael_lares/3424670841601353748/

michael lares © 15h
111 Olexy, Lesfm • Me and You 0

two to come see us and partake in -

Reply to michael lares
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Captured Aug 1, 2024 @12:48 ET -

Win a trip for two to come help
me! could use a hand!

Visit link

2 Win a

https://www.instagram.com/stories/michael_lares/3424763866062847773/ C.

michael_lares Q 13h

C

trig for twol

Reply to michael_lares... V
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Captured Aug 1, 2024 @12:48 ET -

Donate to

Flying L Ranch LTD
Win a trip to the Ranch! Travel paid for 1 with one week all

expenses paid for two at the ranch. $25 per ticket no limits.

$0
CAD

Make this a monthly donation

each month. You can change or cancel at anytime in your PayPal
account settings.

Donate with PayPal

Donate with Debit or Credit Card

8 https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=3N8Q8TVK6VU2N 4

aLe
FETING L RANCH

You authorize PayPal to pay Flying L Ranch LTD $0.00 around this day
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΅µ¶©·«�
̧t��|�
¹
�x|�w
rsttu
 
�~
x|
�|�s~��x�u�
���w
�ws
 x��|�
¡ut���
¢|�u��s�s|�
��x|�w
�
x�
�x~}sy
���w
�s�s���|�
x|y
�s~�u|y�|�
�u
�u��tx�|�~
u�
�tts�xt
x������
���w
x
|sº�~
�u
�x��|��

�
�x|�
�u
�wx|}
�u�
�u�
�ws
�s��
�wu�u��w
�u��t�x|��u|�x�|�|�
x
tu�
u�
�s��|s|�
�|�u��x�u|�

�
wx�s
�s��s�sy
xtt
�ws
�|�u��x�u|
x|y
��tt
�u|�|�s
u�s|
~u���s�|�s~��x�u|~
u|
��
s|y�
�
x~~��s
�u�
�w�~
�x�s�
��tt
�s�s��s
��tt
x�s|�u|
x|y
¦s
xyy�s~~sy
��u���t��
�s�x�y~z

PSS-2024-42332 , Page 113 of 173

s. 22 

s. 22 

s. 22 



������������	�
��
���
�������
������������������������������� ��!"�#��$%�&����'��"�(���!���$)�'��*������+�,�%�&����'��"�-����./��0�112$345$5623���7�80�39:$339$;555%$'���0� .�<=-�.����>*��=#�=��?�#!�"�0�@@@=*�'��*=*��=#�=����AB�CDE�FGHIGJG�KLMK�CDE�LMJG�NGOGIJGP�KLIQ�GRMIH�IS�GNNDNT�UHGMQG�SDVBC�KLG�QGSPGN�MSP�PGHGKG�KLG�GRMIH�BNDR�CDENRMIHFDWX�

PSS-2024-42332 , Page 114 of 173



���������	
��
���
�
�����
����������
�����
�
��
������ 
 
/���01�
23234546
7849
:;<� =�1 $ $>
?1 %
@AB=8BC
(?1 %+=�1 $ $*D�E+",+, .4
 �� ,1-'$�F
GH4
;=I�������JK'FE)"E&L
4546525H
M ))�'
N�
4
GEO%'�
4I+-P6LQ��
%�$R�
�)�'$
D'�
'- O�
)!�-
 
#' !$
S1T
�1OF
OF
O-P�!� $�UVWXVYZ[\]
X̂ _̀
abc_d
ecba
fghb
ci
ajkagicd
̀hlgeam
nido
hpai
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aHÛ GTLMaF
HkFM
̀TSK
SKF
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�����³z�����¿�z�������Àx����x́
������������z�������
ÁÂÃÄÅÆÆÇÈÉÊËÊÌÍÎÏÐÎÍÑÒÓ
PSS-2024-42332 , Page 125 of 173

s. 22 

s. 22 

s. 22 

s. 22 



����������	
�����
�������
��������
�����

�����
	�
����������	������������
���������������	�����
����
	�������������
	����

PSS-2024-42332 , Page 126 of 173



���������	
��
���
�
�����������������
����
� !�"!#
$����%�������&'�(%)*%*�+,�-�./�
012314543
0"43
678�  /�/9
(��
�/9
:/;�/�
>?@@A
B?C?DE
FGHIJ
KAL
MAD
HNNOIP
QAR?
S@HDOTSHUAI
AI
CGOQ
RHV?DE
OM
CG?D?
OQ
HIK
Q?DOALQ
HSUAI
CHJ?I
KAL
WO@@
X?
RHN?
HWHD?YZ
GH[?
Q\AJ?I
CA
 
 
?̀C?IQO[?@K
HIN
HQQLR?N
CGHC
OQ
WG?D?
KAL
D?S?O[?N
RK
SAICHSC
OIMADRHUAIY
>?
GHQX??I
AM
HQQOQCHIS?E
XLC
GHQ
IA
[?QC?N
OIC?D?QC
HQ
H
SAR\@HOIHIC
HIN
WO@@
IAC
X?
\DA[ON?N
WOCG
MLDCG?D
OIMADRHUAINLDOIP
HI
AIPAOIP
OI[?QUPHUAIYa?PHDNQE
bcdef
B?C?D
[HI
N?D
>?KN?I
klmnf
FL?QNHKE
oLPLQC
pqE
rsrt
quvp
B]wdf
xAGHIHIE
yGHN
zB{xu{|
gyGHNYxAGHIHIiPA[YXSYSHjk}~�l�nf
a?u
�@KOIP
̂
aHISG
����������
����
�����
����
����
��
��������
�������
����
����
�����������
��
���������
���
���
���������
����
�
��� �
���¡���:/���
�����¢����£
¤�9
£</��¥�'
¦¥��
§/
��¥£
§�9�¥�'%
̈�£�
�¤�/9
¦/
£<��/
©
¦�£
*����*�/�
);
�
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
!(¥�/���;
79%
«�9/£­£
�*�¥��£
���
)/��(¥��9£
¦¥��
��/£/
9�¤¤�/£
��(/���9�*�/�
��/
���/��¥��
�¤
���/9
</�<�/%

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
©
��(/
����*�/�
��/
¤����¦¥�'
��*�§/��£"
̄ª�;¥�'
°«±
²��*�
«��%
©�*�9<�9��¥��
6'9//§/��
���
69�¥*�/£
̄ª�;¥�'
°«±
²��*�
«��%
³��¥*/
�¤
69�¥*�/£
̄��<;
�¤
§;
<�££<�9�
̄¢¥��/
��
́¥£�9¥*�
«��
µ0µ
¶£��¦¥�'
��/
����
¥£
�¦�/�
);
ª�;¥�'
°«±
²��*�
«��%·
̄ 
 

 
 
 
 

̄ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

PSS-2024-42332 , Page 127 of 173

s. 22 

s. 22 

s. 22 

s. 22 

s. 22 

s. 22 

s. 22 



��������������	�
�������
��������������	��������������	����
��
������������
	��
���
����
���������������������������������
���		����
����
���
����
����������	��������
�������������������
���
���������
�������������������������������������
���
���
�	���������
����������
�����������	����
��������������	���
�������������
� ���!"��#$#%�����!!&!%� '��(���
�
��)��	�*�+(&+,�-)��	�(���
�
.���������/�����&012234�5678917�83�367�:3;<17=>?3;�9171�@=�AB�1A>@2�>CC71==D�EF�B36�>71�>G21�83�H73<@C1�A1�I@89�H733F�3F7>;:9�3I;17=9@H� � � � � � � � � � � � D�S9>;T�B36�F37�891�F678917�@;F37A>?3;�@;�>==@=?;U�89@=�@;<1=?U>?3;�>;C�H>?1;:1�C67@;U�89@=�H73:1==D�VWXY�Z[WX\X\]\̂ _̀abcXa[de�f[daW_d\�g_cb[\�RH1:@>2�M73<@;:@>2�K3;=8>G21hQ;F37:1A1;8�i@<@=@3;hj>A@;U�M32@:B�k�Q;F37:1A1;8�l7>;:9S12m�nnohpqrhrsop���5>tm�puvhppuhwrrrQhA>@2m�K9>CDl39>;>;xU3<DG:D:>y1G=@81m�IIIDU>A@;UDU3<DG:D:>

PSS-2024-42332 , Page 128 of 173

s. 22 



���������	
��
�
�
�����
�����������������
����
� !�"!#
$����%�������&'�(%)*%*�+,�-�.��
/01203435
11"5/
678� '�9�%9�:�;�<&;*=>?';*%'*%*�
$'�9�%9�:�;�<&;*=>?';*%'*%*�+@ABBC
DBAEF
G
HEIAJKLMEI
NCH
MJA
OHJJAELBN
CE
BAMPAF
QHL
RCHBI
BCPA
LC
OSML
RTLS
NCH
CEOA
NCH
MJA
QMOUV
G
MW
ME
TEPAKXYMLCJRTLS
LSA
DMWTEY
ZCBTON
MEI
[E\CJOAWAEL
]JMEOS
MEI
SMPA
JAOATPAI
WHBX̂BA
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ĈAE
MEI
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̂AĈBA
TE
LSA
OCWWHETLNV
G
SMPA
K̂CUAE
RTLS
LSA
OCCREAJ
C\
LSA
JMEOS
ZALAJF
MEI
dHKL
RMELAI
LC
SMPA
M
eHTOU
OSML
RTLS
NCH
QA\CJA
OCEOBHITEY
WN
fBAV
ÀL
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From: Gagnon, Debra GPEB:EX
To: Montgomery, Philip GPEB:EX; Kipling, Rachel GPEB:EX
Subject: FW: Flying L Ranch - yet another "Raffle"
Date: August 7, 2024 10:11:01 AM
Attachments: 20240404 Betting Game Screenshot BEGIN 1.png

20240404 Betting Game Screenshot BEGIN 2.png
20240404 Betting Game Screenshot BEGIN 3.png
20240404 Betting Game Screenshot MIDDLE.png
20240404 Betting Game Screenshot STOP.png
20240704 Initial request to Gaming Branch.pdf
20240801 Michael Lares Illegal Raffle Images for Enforcement.pdf

Update, these files have all now been assigned to Chad Bohanan, I believe there are 4 complaints in total and all
have been linked and assigned to Chad.
d.
 
Debra Gagnon (she/her)
Enforcement Intake Clerk
Gaming Policy and Enforcement Branch
Email: Debra.Gagnon@gov.bc.ca
Ph: (778) 405-9365
 
From: Gagnon, Debra GPEB:EX 
Sent: Wednesday, August 7, 2024 9:32 AM
To: Montgomery, Philip GPEB:EX <Philip.Montgomery@gov.bc.ca>; Kipling, Rachel GPEB:EX <Rachel.Kipling@gov.bc.ca>
Subject: FW: Flying L Ranch - yet another "Raffle"

 
Hi Philip and Rachel,
 
I am forward this email that I received from a gentleman, , who we had opened a complaint file some
time back for with respect to the Flying L Ranch.   As  had emailed me directly and copied Cary on the email I
thought I would sent along to you as you might be asked by Cary about this email.  The original file from 

 was opened on July 4th under file 138869 in the Northern Queue, which does not appear to be assigned
as yet.
 
I will open a new file for this complaint and link it to the original file.
 
d.
 
Debra Gagnon (she/her)
Enforcement Intake Clerk
Gaming Policy and Enforcement Branch
Email: Debra.Gagnon@gov.bc.ca
Ph: (778) 405-9365
 
From:  
Sent: Friday, August 2, 2024 8:09 AM
To: Gagnon, Debra GPEB:EX <Debra.Gagnon@gov.bc.ca>
Cc: Skrine, Cary J GPEB:EX <Cary.Skrine@gov.bc.ca>
Subject: Re: Flying L Ranch - yet another "Raffle"

 
[EXTERNAL] This email came from an external source. Only open attachments or links that you
are expecting from a known sender.

 
Hello Debra,
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I hope you don't mind I have cc'd Cary Skrine who, I gather, is the Executive Director in the Enforcement
Division overseeing Investigations.  I've done so because I believe the matter to be of significant
importance and urgency requiring immediate action because Michael Lares of Flying "L" Ranch is
currently operating yet another unlicensed "raffle" for which there are no controls, transparency, or
accountability. Additionally, I discovered Mr. Lares held a "guessing game" type of gambling event in April
of this year, prior to the the one I reported on July 2, 2024, in which Mr. Lares solicited $15 bets (entries)
on when 5 horses would give birth in order to allegedly win $1,000 and all expenses paid at the ranch.

If these activities of Mr. Lares are in violation of BC Gaming regulations and were held without license,
which I suspect is the case, then Mr. Lares must be stopped and not just warned to cease and desist but
also be fined for repeated violations and as a disincentive because otherwise he will continue to
repeatedly violate the regulations with the impunity he clearly feels he has.
 
Let me explain and provide some documentation.
 
For reference I have attached a PDF of my July 2, 2024 email that led to a file being opened (which I
understand is at least the 2nd complaint regarding that activity of Flying L Ranch).
 
Current "Win a Trip Raffle":
 
On or about August 1, 2024 Mr. Lares posted a "Win a Trip" raffle on Instagram. The URLs are:
https://www.instagram.com/stories/michale_lares/3424670841601353748/, as well as
https://www.instagram.com/stories/michael_lares/3424763866062847773/ . 
 
One needs an Instagram account that has not been "blocked" by Mr. Lares in order to view these
Instagram "stories".  Further, I understand Instagram "stories" like these disappear after 24 hours. I have
preserved these Instagram "story" videos should you require. 
 
Three (3) screenshots from those Instagram video "stories" are found in the attached PDF "20240801
Michael Lares Illegal Raffle Images for Enforcement.pdf".  The first and second screenshots show the
invitations to "Win a trip for two at the ranch" and to "Win a trip for two" respectively. Clicking on either of
those invitations reveals a "Visit link" pop-up which, when selected, opens a new browser window to the
same PayPal page as depicted in the third image.
 
Please note the text on the PayPal page clearly states "Donate to Flying L Ranch LTD" and allows for
payments of any amount and additionally, if selected, turning that into recurring monthly donations in the
amount specified. As with the July 2, 2024 complaint I submitted the same is true here:

entry tickets are NOT issued to payees on purchase

there is no way for a payee to know if purchases in increments of $25 will result in multiple entries
($25/each) or just one entry with anything over $25 considered a "donation", or whether the
purchase will result in any entry at all

there is no tracking, transparency, accountability, no statement on chances of winning, or any
information at all to know what happens with payments
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there is no way for the public, including participants, to know anything about the operation or
results of the "raffle"

In his appeal for participant to purchase "entries" Mr. Lares has provided nothing to assure the "raffle" is
handled fairly and honourably and in accordance with regulations, or how the funds received are used.
Given the complete lack of information or accountability, it is likely, and not unreasonable to conclude,
Mr. Lares and Flying L Ranch simply pockets the money thus received.
 
Betting Game on Foal Birthing Dates:
 
On or about April 4, 2024 Michael Lares held a betting game to “Guess our five expecting mares [sic] foal
birthdates” and offering a prize of “$1,000 cash for travel and all expenses at the ranch covered”. Three
weeks later, on or about April 25, 2024, Mr. Lares closed the guessing game.
 
The Instagram video posting is found at https://www.instagram.com/reel/C5J7br0SrmC/ . I have
preserved this as well should it be required.
 
As with the two aforementioned "raffles" there are no controls whatsoever. The only differences are:

payment of $15 per “entry” rather than $25

payments are solicited via eTransfer directly to Mr. Lares himself, in addition to the use of PayPal.
The initial post by Mr. Lares reads as follows (the references to the number of weeks at the end of each
post are relative to August 1, 2024):

Let’s have some fun and support the horses!

The GUESS OUR FIVE EXPECTING MARES FOALS BIRTHDAYS Contest starts now.

WIN: An all expenses paid trip for two to the Flying L Ranch. That comes in the form of $1000 cash
for travel and all expenses at the ranch covered. 

CONTEST RULES: Simply follow the PayPal link in our bio, our stories or if in Canada eTransfer to
michael@flyinglranch.ca and purchase as many $15 entries as you like. No limits to entries.

Once received we will email you the online entry form where you will choose from the automated
calendar 5 dates, one for each expecting Mare of when you think they may give birth and
electronically submit the form. It’s super easy and again you can enter as many times as you like.
Choose different dates at $15 per submission to increase your chance to come see us and the
horses! ☺️

Lots of fun and all proceeds go to the benefit of the horses and our new foals coming this spring.
Which seems to be coming early as some of our mares look ready to drop!

Have fun going back in our content and on our Patreon page to see when we bred our Mares to get
the most information of when they may foal.

Good luck to all our contestants and thank you in advance for all the support! ❤️

#flyinglranch #flying_l_ranch
#portaltothemajesticandwild
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And the final post from Mr. Lares closing the contest reads as follows:

Contest closed as of this morning as we had three babies born in the wee hours! Squeegee-filly,
Sienna-filly and Duchess-stud colt! Stay tuned for details on the outcome for a winner!
14w

Here are some screenshots from the Betting Game on Foal Birthdates video: 
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Summary:

I have provided the Gaming Policy and Enforcement Branch with reasonable evidence that Mr. Lares and
Flying "L" Ranch has, on at least 3 occasions in 2024, operated some form of gaming/gambling requiring
licenses which have not been applied for or issued (betting game, "raffles"). One of these is currently in

progress.

I believe there is some urgency to investigate as it is clear Mr. Lares will continue to operate various forms
of gaming/gambling absent investigation and sufficient fines. 

Should investigations confirm Mr. Lares has been operating in violation of regulations, it will require fines
to stop Mr. Lares from future repeat offences as a "warning" will be perceived as no more than the

irritation of a slap on the wrists.

I have preserved the videos referenced above and will make these available to you at your request.

Finally, I thank you for your time, interest, and actions in this matter.
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Best regards,

 
 

From: Gagnon, Debra GPEB:EX <Debra.Gagnon@gov.bc.ca>
Sent: Thursday, July 4, 2024 6:45 PM
To: 
Subject: Flying L Ranch

 

Hello 

 

A file was opened with respect to your concerns about the Flying L Ranch, this is the second complaint filed today with
respect to the activities on the Flying L Ranch.  We confirm these  files will be assigned to an investigator who will
look into this matter. 

 

We thank you for bringing this matter to our attention.

 

Regards,

 

Enforcement Intake Clerk

Gaming Policy and Enforcement Branch
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